WirelessReady

Interactivity, Collaboration and Feedback in Language Learning Technologies

Wireless Ready discusses
the use of Web 2.0 for
second language learning

Advances in instructional technology,
particularly in the area of foreign language
education, are frequently greeted with great
excitement prior to a period of normalization,
especially if they amount to more than a mere
passing fad. On the back of the interest in
Web 2.0 technologies and newly emergent
social networking spaces, podcasting has
appeared to a fanfare of similar excitement.
Web 2.0 technologies focus on creating
interactive, collaborative communities, using
technologies like wikis, blogs, social
bookmarking and online video. It is no
surprise that they have quickly been adapted
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by technologists in second language
education. Some of the most prominent sites
on the web include, MySpace, Bebo,
Metacafe, YouTube, de.licio.us, wikipedia and
Blogger. Indeed, following on from blog in
2004, podcasting was named word of the
year 2005 by Merriam Webster’s Dictionary.
Our one-day event, ‘Wireless Ready:
Interactivity, Collaboration and Feedback in
Language Learning Technologies’, gathers
together three prominent keynote speakers
and sixteen further papers by practitioners
and academics in the field to discuss these
developments. Each of our presenters deals
with a number of questions surrounding Web
2.0 and is concerned with mapping the new
terrain and calling into question its range and
influence. We hope that this event will help
you to consider the validity of Web 2.0 and

how best it can be deployed in the second
language classroom.
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